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which are more or less of the proverbial variety. These quo-
tations cannot be taken as illustrative of a: very wide variety
of subjects, neither are they, by nature, really representative
of the vast treasure of philosophical and theological litera-
ture produced by the great and renowned scholars, poets and
philosophers of the Islamic culture in the past. These quota-
tions are also found in larger numbers in mural decorative de-
signs on religious buildings. They are painted beautifully and
with exquisite skill with the special advantage of having select
coloured backgrounds. Inscriptional tablets of purely religious
character are very few in comparison with the number of the
Quoranic verses in these mural decorations. In the inscrip-
tions on mosques, idgahs, shrines or dargahs, tombs, magic-
houses, and such parts of these buildings as are not likely to be
desecrated by being trodden upon, the Quoranic sayings are
engraved. Particularly the later tombs, as a rule, have deco-
rative designs and "writings depicting the religious sayings and
beliefs of the people. These writings serve as prologues to
the main subject-matter of the inscriptions. But these prolo-
gues contain very few ' praises' and " commands * of the Pro-
phet. In these prologues of inscriptions on the Assembly
Mosques, a Quoranic command is generally quoted to the effect
that, whoever builds a mosque gets a dwelling-house in heaven.
This command bears a striking similarity to the Hindu sayings
often quoted in Hindu inscriptions on buildings of all kinds.
It is interesting to note, however, that nowhere in these Mus-
lim inscriptions are quoted any sayings in support or justifica-
tion of the construction of such buildings by the demolition of
structures sacred to the believers of other faiths.

The inscriptions on religious buildings except the tombs and
grave-stones have a tendency to record the time of their cons-
truction in broad terms only. They record hardly any other
details than the name and father's name of the builder, and
the name of nisi master or that of the reigning king. In rare
cases, designations and titles of persons are mentioned. The
inscriptions on tombs, shrines and grave-stones usually record
the date of the expiry of the person entombed and also add